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BUCKLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Miss  Shone  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Buckley  Urban  District  for  the  year  1968. 

The  1961  Census  gave  a population  of  7 *65 9.  The  estimated  population 
for  June  1968  was  9,360,  an  increase  of  480  over  the  1967  figure. 

Live  births  numbered  224,  twelve  more  than  in  1967,  and  in  consequence 
the  birth  rate  was  23.93  per  1000  of  the  population,  compared  with  23.87 
in  1967  and  20.16  in  1966.  For  comparison  with  other  areas,  the  adjusted 
birth  rate  is  27.28  which  is  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Vales,  at 
l6.9  for  1000  population. 

There  were  4 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  compared  with 
1 in  1967,  6 in  1966,  1 in  1965  and  5 in  1964.  Two  of  the  four  were 
under  one  week  old.  This  gave  an  Infant  Death  Rate  of  17.85  for  1000 
live  births. The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18.0. 

There  were  5 still  births.  This  gave  a still  birth  rate  of  21.80. 

The  national  rate  was  14.0. 

The  principal  single  cause  of  death  (at  all  ages)  was  again  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  which  accounted  for  53  of  the  100 
deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year.  This  was  an  increase  of  9 over 
1967  figures. 

Cancer  accounted  for  20  deaths,  7 more  than  in  1967.  There  were 
7 deaths  from  cancer  of  lungs  or  bronchus,  oompared  with  5 in  1967  and  7 
in  1966. 

This  year,  once  more,  there  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis.  There 
were  3 deaths  from  motor  accidents,  compared  with  none  in  1967  and  3 in 
1966.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths.  Pneumonia  caused  8 deaths  and 
influenza  one. 

Infectious  disease  notifications  totalled  31.  There  were  18  cases 
of  dysentery,  9 of  measles,  2 of  whooping  cough,  one  of  meningitis  and  one 
of  food  poisoning.  There  were  no  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  during  the 
year. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  and  your  Officials,  particularly  the  Clerk  of  the  Council 
and  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  their  continued  help  throughout  the 
year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
D • J . FRASER 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  of  Urban  District 

2677  acres. 

Estimated  population,  Mid-1964 
(per  Registrar-General) 

8020 

Mid  1965 

8320 

Mid  1966 

8530 

Mid  1967 

8880 

Mid  1968 

9360 

Census  population  1961 

7659 

Census  population  1951 

7699 

Census  population  1931 

7053 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  rate  books 
at  1st  April,  1968. 

I768 

12&  1966 

3132 

2925  2860 

Density  (Number  of  persons  per  acre) 

3.50 

3.31  3.11 

Rateable  value  of  Urban  District  at 
1st  April,  1968 

£299,963. 

£262,318  .£25  1058 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate. 

£1146. 

£1,059  £1,012 

The  Buckley  Urban  District  is  situated  on  a foothill  of  the  Clwydian 
Range  to  the  North  East  of  the  County  of  Flint,  and  is  bounded  on  the  North, 
East  and  South  by  the  Hawarden  Rural  District  and  the  North,  West  and  South 
by  the  Holywell  Rural  District. 

The  subsoil  is  clay  in  the  greater  part  of  the  area.  Below  are  the 
lower  coal  measures,  now  no  longer  worked.  The  principal  industries  are 
Cement,  Brick,  Tile  and  Pipe  Works,  together  with  Agriculture. 

In  past  times,  Buckley  residents  worked  within  the  district,  but 
with  the  closing  of  the  Elm  Colliery  in  the  nineteen  thirties,  and  the  decay 
of  the  pottery  industry,  many  of  the  local  inhabitants  found  work  in  the 
Shotton  Steelworks,  at  Courtaulds  fibre  plant  at  Flint,  and  in  other  local 
industries.  With  the  building  of  so  many  new  houses,  Buckley  has  become  an 
attractive  residential  area.  With  the  cost  of  land  soaring  in  the  Wirral 
and  Merseyside,  many  people  have  found  that  they  can  buy  homes  in  this 
district  at  reasonable  prices  and  they  travel  to  and  from  their  place  of 
work  daily.  To  provide  services  for  the  increasirg  population  will  call 
for  a great  deal  of  work  in  the  future.  Shops,  schools  and  sewerage  will 
have  to  be  provided. 

It  is  clear  that  in  time  to  come  there  will  be  vast  housing  estates 
engulfing  Buckley  and  joining  together  Buckley  with  Hawarden  and  Mold.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  old  local  spirit  of  co-operation  and  mutual  aid  will 
not  be  lost.  During  the  year,  the  building  of  new  housing  estates  continued 
unabated,  and  new  residents  continued  to  move  in. 
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SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

1968 

ESTIMATED  MID-YEAR  POPULATION  -9,360 


Comparability  Factors, 


Births:  1,14. 

Deaths : 

1.22 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

1968 

ML 

Number 

224 

212 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

23.93 

23.87 

Adjusted  local  rate  per  1,000 
population 

27.28 

27.21. 

National  birth  rate. 

16.9. 

17.2. 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

1968 

1967 

Illegitimate  live  births 

9 

13 

Illegitimate  live  births  per 
cent  of  total  live  births 

4.01 

6.13. 

STILL  BIRTHS 

1968 

1967 

Number 

5 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births 

21.  80. 

4.69 

National  still  births  rate 

14 

14.80 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 

229 

213 

INFANT  DEATHS  (deaths  under  one  year) 

4 

1 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

1?68 

1967 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
total  live  births 

17.85 

4.71 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births 

18. 60. 

5.02 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

NIL 

NIL 

National  infant  mortality  rate 
per  1,000  live  births 

18. 

18.30 

NEO -MORTALITY  RATE 

1968 

1967 

(deaths  under  4 weeks  per.  1,000  total 
live  births) 

13.39 

4.71 

NATIONAL  LEO -NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

12.3 

12.50. 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE. 

(deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  8,92  4.71, 

live  births) 


2 


I 
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SECTION  A 


1968 

1967 

NATIONAL  EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

10.5 

10.80 

PERI -NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

1968 

1967 

(still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

30.56 

9.38 

NATIONAL  PERI -NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

25 

25.40. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  - 

NIL 

NIL 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births  - 

NIL 

NIL 

DEATHS  (from  all  causes) 

100 

86 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

10.68 

9.68 

Adjusted  local  death  rate 
National  death  rate  per  1,000 

13.02 

11.72 

population 

11.9 

11.20 

Prom  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  population  was  in  a 
healthy  condition  with  a high  birth  rate  (above  the  national  figure) 
and  a death  rate  (slightly  below  the  national  figure). 

Therb  were  224  live  births  (107  boys  and  117  girls).  This  includes 
9 illegiximate  births  (5  boys  and  4 girls). 

There  were  5 still  births  and  4 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year. 

There  were  12  more  babies  born,  and  14  more  deaths  amongst  the 
population  than  in  1967# 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males. 


Cancer  of  stomach 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus  5 

Cancer  of  breast 

Other  cancers  4 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart,  disease  2 

Hypertensive  disease  1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  12 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  2 

Cerebrovascular  disease  5 

Other  circulatory  diseases  1 

Influenza 

Pneumonia  6 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  4 

Peptic  ulcer  2 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  2 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Other  diseases,  genito  urinary  system 

Congenital  anamalies  1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc.  1 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

Motor  vehicle  accidents.  3 

Total  51 


Females 


1 

2 

2 

6 

2 

1 

7 

5 

13 

2 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 

1 


1 


49 


Deaths  totalled  100,  an  increase  of  14  over  1967.  14  Deaths  were 

in  the  age  group  55  to  64  years;  36  w«re  in  the  65  to  74  years  group, 
and  33  were  75  years  of  age  or  over. 


Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  caused  53  deaths, and  cancer  in  one 
form  or  another  20  deaths.  Pneumonia  caused  8 deaths,  and  bronchitis  5* 
Three  deaths  were  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  tuberculosis,  and  no  suicides. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  - The  Flintshire  County  Council  employ  District  Nurse/ 
Midwives,  the  services  of  whom  are  available  to  the  residents  of  Buckley. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  - Four  qualified  Medical  Practitioners  reside  in 
the  Buckley  area;  All  a.f-  whom  are  Principals  in  practice  and  three 

have  assistants.  Altogether,  Principals  and  Assistants,  there  are  eight 
Medical  Practitioners  available  for  the  population  of  Buckley  and  contig- 
uous rural  areas. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES  - The  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  at  Chester,  and  the  Public  Analyst, Chester. 

HOSPITALS  - ISOLATION  - None.  Infectious  cases  requiring  isolation  are  now 
admitted  to  infectious  diseases  hospitals  at  Colwyn  Bay, Wrexham  or 
Clatterbridge. 

SMALLPOX  - None 

TUBERCULOSIS  - None.  Cases  from  the  area  are  sent  to  Llangwyfan  Hospital 
near  Denbigh. 

MATERNITY  - None.  The  Catherine  Gladstone  Maternity  Home  is  situated  at 
Mancot,  approximately  four  and  a half  miles  away.  Pathological  cases  may 
be  .lent  to  one  of  the  Chester  Hospitals. 

CHILDRENS  - None.  Children  are  admitted  to  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary, 
Maelor  General  Hospital  Wrexham,  or  occasionally,  in  special  cases,  at  the 
Childrens  Hospital,  Myrtle  Street, Liverpool. 

GENERAL  HOSPITALS  - Emergency  cases  may  be  sent  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  or 
City  Hospital,  Chester  or  occasionally  to  the  Mold  Hospital. 

PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  - ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  - Provision  is  made 
by  the  County  Council's  Health  Department. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  - The  supervision  of  cases  under  the  Mental  Health  Act  1959 
is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES-  This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council. 
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CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


MATERNITY  ML  CHILD  WELFARE  - There  is  an  Ante-Natal  Centre  and 
Infant  Child  Welfare  Centre  conducted  by  the  County  Council  at 
the  new  Clinic,  Buckley,  the  former  on  the  first  and  third 
Monday  afternoon  and  the  latter  every  Monday  afternoon. 

DAY  NURSERIES  - None. 

SCHOOL  CLINICS  - A school  clinic  is  supervised  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Assistants  and:  is  held  on 
Tuesday  of  each  week  in  the  New  Clinic,  Buckley. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARIES  - None  in  the  area.  There  is  a Chest 
Clinic  at  "Oaklands”,  Queensferry,  at  which  the  Chest  Physician 
and  his  Assistants  see  patients  once  a fortnight. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES  - None,  Cases  are  sent  to  the  special  clinics 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester  by  arrangement  betv/een  the  County 
Authorities  and  Chester  Royal  Infirmary. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1968 


1 

Acute  Polio  Myelitis 
Meningitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Paratyphois  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•H 

£ 

O 

0 

£ 

Pn 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

9 

s 

to 

■H 

ft 

O 

O 

§ 

Dysentery 

Under  1 year 

_ 

1 

- i 1 

2 

1 

1 year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

2 

2 years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

3 years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

4 years 

- 

1 

1 

5 to  9 years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

8 

10  to  14  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

1 

15  to  24  years 

1 - 

1 

65  years  and  over 



! 

- 



1 

TOTAL:  j 0 

i 

1 

1 1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 ! 0 

9 

2 

18 
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Ophthalmia 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1968 


DISEASE 
Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Paratyphoid  Fever 

TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED  TOTAL  DEATHS 

Pneumonia 

8 

Meningitis 

1 

Measles 

9 

Whooping  Cough 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

Dysentery 

18 

There  were  18  cases  of  dysentery,  all  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year,  and  all  were  children.  These  cases  were  all  mild  ones,  and  were 
part  of  an  outbreak  that  spread  throughout  the  country  during  the  summer 
and  autumn.  Supervision  of  the  cases  and  samplings  from  contacts 
prevented  the  spread  of  infection. 

There  were  only  9 cases  of  measles,  compared  with  80  in  1967.  The 
case  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  a child  whose  family  had  just  moved 
into  the  area.  The  cause  was  salmonella  Dublin  (a  germ  found  in  calves). 
There  was  no  infection  in  the  parents  of  the  child,  who  had  a mild 
illness.  another  case  notified  as  food  poisoning  was  a digestive  upset 
due  to  eating  pork.  Samples  from  this  case  showed  no  infection. 

There  were  2 cases  of  whooping  cough  in  children. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


HEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1968 


HEW  CASES 

Non- 

DEATHS 

Non- 

AGE 

PERIODS 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonaiy 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

Age 

5-9 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25 

- 

rz~ : 

- 

25  - 44 

- 

- 

45  - 64 

- 

- 

Over  65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS: 

NIL 

i 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  compared  with  none  in  1967, 
one  in  1966,  one  in  1965  and  two  in  1964. 


OPHTHALMIA  UEOKATORUM 


Cases  treated  - 

Cases  Notified  At  Home  In  Hospital  Unimpaired  Impaired  Blindness 

NIL  - - 


Deaths 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  principal  new  legislation  which  came  into  force  during  1968  affected  the 
Department  in  the  spheres  of  Rents,  Trade  Descriptions,  Notifiable  Diseases,  Caravan 
Sites  and  Clean  Air. 


The  use  of  paper  sacks  for  the  reception  and  collection  of  household  refuse  has 
continued  to  grow  and  at  the  end  of  1968  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  seven 
(1257)  properties  had  been  provided  with  paper  sacks  units,  an  increase  of  six  hundred 
and  twenty  (620)  properties  over  the  1967  figure.  Three  hundred  and  five  (305)  new 
properties  were  completed  during  the  year  and  even  taking  these  into  account  a weekly 
collection  service  has  been  maintained. 


m 1967  the  Government  introduced  the  White  Paper  'Older  Houses  into  New  Homes' 
and  m 1969  a new  Housing  Act  is  proposed  which  will  give  effect  to  the  proposals 
outlined  in  the  White  Paper.  This  new  legislation  will  initiate  a new  phase  in  the 
wor  of  public  health  inspectors  in  maintaining  and  improving  houses  and  will  assist 
in  maintaining  a proper  balance  as  between  demolition  and  preservation,  and,  it  is 
hoped,  obtain  the  best  value  from  the  existing  stock  of  houses. 


. The  question  of  noise  continues  to  be  a source  of  complaint  from  private 
individuals  and  during  the  year  eighty  seven  (87)  visits  were  made  to  investigate 
complaints.  buch  investigations  are  becoming  more  technical  in  nature  in  making  an 
assessment  of  environmental  noise  by  the  technique  of  noise  measurement  and  analysis 
in  order  to  decide  on  the  best  means  of  controlling  and  reducing  the  noise.  In  this 
connection  it  should  be  possible  to  define  maximum  noise  levels  to  secure  uniform 
application  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  I960. 


fr  ft^entl0n  having  to  be  given  to  food  premises  under  -the  Food  Hygiene 

( e eral)  egulations  i960  in  view  of  the  increased  number  of  premises  which  provide 
snacks  and  meals  additional  to  other  services.  In  this  connection  it  would  appear 
desirabie  for  some  means  of  licensing  or  registration  to  be  obtained  prior  to  the 
establishment  of  such  food  premises. 
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HOUSING 


Progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  demolition  of  properties 
which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  in  completion  of  the  Slum  Clear- 
ance proposals  submitted  in  1954.  The  continuation  of  the  Council's  Slum 
Clearance  programme  is  dependant  on  further  new  Council  House  construction 
for  the  re-housing  of  families  displaced.  Details  of  properties  dealt  with 
are  as  follows s- 

HOUSING  ACT  1957  - SECTION  42 


No.  of  areas  represented  and  declared 

Clearance 

Areas 

NIL 

No.  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance 

Areas 

NIL 

Section  16  and  17 

No.  of  houses  represented  as  individually  unfit 

8 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

8 

No.  of  houses  closed 

NIL 

No.  of  individual  houses  demolished 

NIL 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

196^ 

19  66 

1967 

1968 

No.  of  Discretionary  Grants  Completed 

9 

4 

12 

6 

No.  of  Standard  Grants  Completed 

13 

11 

5 

7 

Total  Grants  paid  during  the  years 

£4,522 

£3 , 203 

£4,443 

£3,109 

NEW  CONSTRUCTION 


New  House  Building  in  Buckley  during  1968  has  continued  to  develop  and 
fur uk r progress  has  been  made  in  the  towns  Central  Area  Development  which  is 
intended  to  provide  the  amenities  and  shopping  facilities  for  the  large  new 
housing  estates  which  are  under  construction. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  house  building  during  the 
last  four  years s- 


1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

New  Houses  completed  by  Private 
Enterprise  s 

166 

166 

190 

285 

Council  Houses  Completeds 

18 

NIL 

NIL 

20 

Houses  under  construction  by  Private 
Enterprise  at  the  31st  Decembers 

141 

110 

191 

270 

Council  Houses  under  construction  at 
the  31st  Decembers 

NIL 

NIL 

20 

34 

11 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  supply  for  Buckley  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Central 
Flintshire  Water  Board,  and  is  providing  for  this  area  principally  from 
two  sources. 

(a)  Reservoir  at  Cilcain. 

(b)  Alwen  Reservoir  via  the  Birkenhead  Aqueduct. 

These  supplies  are  fed  into  the  two  covered  service  reservoirs  at 
Prenbrigog  from  where  they  gravitate  to  feed  the  Urban  Area. 

During  this,  the  first  full  year  of  operating  the  booster  service, 
the  supply  of  water  as  regards  quantity  has  been  satisfactory.  ^ The 
increased  pressure  proved  too  much  for  many  of  the  old  mains  and/extensive 
mains  renewal  programme  was  carried  out,  some  two  miles  of  new  main  being 
laid.  At  the  end  of  the  year  no  complaints  of  poor  supply  and 
discolouration  were  being  received. 

During  the  year  6 samples  of  drinking  water  were  obtained  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  Bacteriological  Examination.  Of  these, 
5 were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  unsatisfactory.  Regarding  the 
unsatisfactory  sample  this  was  taken  up  with  theuentral  Flintshire  Water 
Board  who  investigated  the  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory  sample. 

From  the  Central  Flintshire  Water  Board  it  is  learned  that  the  water 
supply  has  no  fluoride  content  and  the  addition  of  fluoride  has  not  been 
authorised.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  and  population 
supplied  from  public  mains. 

Number  Direct  to  Houses. From  Standpipe 

Population  9355  5 

Houses.  3227  2 


SWIMMING  BATHS 


To  ensure  a satisfactory  swimming  bath  water,  testing  is  carried  out 
regularly  for  chlorination  and  acidity.  k6  samples  of  water  were  obtained 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  Bacteriological 
Examination. 

During  the  summer  period  6 of  these  samples  proved  unsatisfactory  in 
spite  of  strict  supervision  and  investigation  of  the  various  processes. 
Eventually  the  swimming  ba,th  was  closed  for  a period  during  which  the  bath 
was  emptied,  the  filter  cleaned  and  overhauled,  the  pumps,  pipework  and 
chlorine  machine  serviced  and  overhauled  and  additional  equipment  installed, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  future  tests  will  now  prove  satisfactory. 
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CLEM  AIR 


The  causes  of  the  majority  of  complaints  of  nuisance  received  during 
the  year  can  he  classified  under  two  headings 

fa)  A factory  manufacturing  cement. 

(b)  A factory  manufacturing  pipe  ware. 

Both  of  these  processes  are  registered  under  the  Alkali  Works 
Regulations  and  the  complaints  were  passed  to  H.M. Alkali  Works  Inspector 
although  observation  and  investigation  have  been  carried  out  at  Local 
level.  In  spite  of  this  the  cement  manufacturing  process  still  gives  rise 
to  intermittent  nuisance.  The  process  at  the  other  factory  will  continue 
to  cause  complaint  until  the  method  of  firing  and  glazing  is  modernised 
which  is  scheduled  for  1970. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


The  question  of  caravans  being  used  as  permanent  dwellings  is  not 
causing  any  serious  concern  in  the  Urban  District.  It  has  been  necessary 
on  a number  of  occasions  for  action  to  be  taken  under  the  Bye-Laws  governing 
Buckley  Common  for  the  removal  of  caravans  used  by  Gypsies  and  Itinerant 
traders  who  have  visited  the  area. 

In  1967  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  published  a 
comprehensive  document  "Gypsies  and  Other  Travellers".  This  Report 
emphasised  the  need  for  action  to  deal  with  the  gypsy  problem  and  in  mi d- 
1968  the  Caravan  Sites  Act,1968  became  law. 

Part  2 of  this  Act  which  comes  into  force  on  a day  to  be  decided  by 
the  Minister  places  a general  duty  on  County  Councils  and  other  large 
Authorities  concerning  the  provision  of  sites  for  gypsies. 

When  a sufficient  number  of  sites  have  been  established  it  seems  fairly 
certain  that  many  of  the  Authorities  mentioned  will  apply  for  the 
establishment  of  "designated  Areas"  within  which  stronger  action  may  be 
taken  by  Local  Authorities  against  any  gypsy  stationing  a caravan  on  the 
highway  verges  or  unoccupied  land  or  on  occupied  land  without  consent  of  the 
occupier. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  employs  one  Rodent  Operative  who  made  236  visits  and 
inspections  during  the  year.  All  types  of  properties  have  been  inspected 
and  treatment  carried  out  where  infestations  were  discovered.  The  Council's 
Refuse  Tip  and  Sewage  Works  were  periodically  treated  and  treatment  of 
sewers  was  again  carried  out,  all  with  good  results.  The  following  table 
gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year:- 

No.  of  Properties  No  of  Properties  No.  of  Properties 

Inspected  Infested  with  Rats  infested  with  Mice 

189  165  23 
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SEWERAGE  AMD  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


During  the  year  the  Oxidation  Ditch  at  Drury  was  completed  and 
brought  into  operation.  After  initial  teething  troubles  the  process 
has  proved  most  successful  and  has  enabled  housing  development  in  the 
Area  to  be  recommenced.  Due  to  the  smallness  of  the  site  of  the 
Works  a sludge  lagoon  was  installed  which  proved  inadequate  because  of 
the  nature  of  the  activated  sludge  produced,  Consequently  the  lagoon 
required  pumping  out  and  the  contents  tankered  away  much  more  frequently 
than  had  been  foreseen. 

During  the  year  the  Council  approved  in  principle  the  resiting, 
enlargement  and  modernisation  of  the  Central  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at 
Padeswood.  This  will  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  sewage  from  the  Area 
and  in  addition  to  the  S.D.  Works,  provision  has  been  made  in  the  scheme 
for  sewers  to  transfer  the  sewage  from  the  Drury  and  Alltami  Areas. 

The  rise  of  population  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  growth  of 
private  housing  development  as  well  as  the  need  for  sewering  previously 
unsewered  areas  will  make  the  early  implementation  of  the  Council’s 
proposals  a matter  of  urgent  necessity  if  the  pollution  of  watercourses 
is  to  be  minimised  and  the  risk  to  the  health  of  the  community  is  to  be 
avoided. 

PER1  ADIhALS  ACT  1951 

There  is  one  shop  registered  as  a pet  shop  within  the  Urban  District 
and  visits  are  paid  during  the  year  when  conditions  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


FOOD  .'ATP  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

'The  following  gives  particulars  of  premises  engaged  in  the  handling, 
preparation  or  sale  of  food?- 


Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Bakers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

General  Grocers  . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Greengrocers  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  9 

Cafes,  Clubs  ..  ..  . . ..  ..  4 

Canteens,  Public  Houses,  etc.  ..  ..  24 

Ice  Cream,  Sweets,  etc.  ..  ..  ..  10 


TOTAL  s 6 7 


Visits  have  been  made  to  many  food  premises  but  due  to  the  pressure 
of  other  work  it  is  not  possible  to  carry  out  the  number  of  routine  inspec- 
tions that  this  Section  warrants . The  number  of  premises  registered  under 
Section  l6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  are  as  follows 

Ice  Cream  Dealers..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Premises  used  for  the  manuf;acture 

of  Sausages  or  Meat  Pies  ..  ..  ..  5 

TOTAL?  22 

ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS  1947  TO  52 

22  samples  of  Ice  Cream  we re  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  with  the  following  results 


Ice  Cream  - Grade  1 11 

”2  8 

” 3 1 

4 2 


The  grade  3 and  4 samples  were  investigated  and  the  manufacturers 
also  being  contacted.  Following  up  samples  were  taken  from  these  premises 
and  these  moved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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MILK  SAMPLES 


Some  1 6 routine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year.  The 
results  of  these  samples  are  as  follows s- 


METHYLENE 

TUBERCULOSIS 

BRUCELLOSIS 

BLUE  TEST 

TEST 

TEST 

Satisfactory  Phil 

Negative  Positive 

Negative  Positive 

16 

16  NIL 

16 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  is  only  one  slaughterhouse  registered  under  the  Slaughterhouses 
Act,  1958,  within  the  Urban  District  and  all  animals  slaughtered  during  the 
year  were  inspected..  Details  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  are  as 
follows ; - 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  .... 

31 

- 

- 

642 

152 

Number  Inspected  .... 

31 

- 

- 

642 

152 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  & CYSTICERCI 

^ole  carcases  condemned  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

- 

- 

- 

40 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Uhole  carcases  condemned  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

l 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

CY3TICERC0SIS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  weight  of  Food  Condemned  . . 

• 6 

1 cwt.  48  lbs. 
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FOOD  SAMPLING  - FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of  samples  taken  by  the  County 
Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  E.  Lewis,  within  the  Urban  District. 


Description  of  Article. 

Nos.  Taken. 

Genuine 

Milk 

13 

13 

Dairy  Produce 

3 

3 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

5 

5 

Sausages  and  Meat  Products 

5 

5 

Miscellaneous  Foods 

14 

14 

40 

4C 

14  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  biological,  examination. 

No  evidence  of  Bovine  Tuberculosis,  Brucellosis  or  Penicilllin 
was  found  in  any  of  the  farm  bottled  milk. 

No  evidence  of  fugicides,  pesticides  or  prohibited  colouring 
matter  was  found  in  any  food  stuffs. 

All  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  under  the  Pharmacy  and 
Poisons  Act  and  the  Fertiliser  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  were  satisfactory. 

4 samples  of  food  stuffs  were  also  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS 


TCater  Supply- 
Drainage  . . 

Pet  Shops  . . . . . 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 
Caravan  Sites 
Factories  . 

Bakehouses  . . 

Public  Conveniences 
Licensed  Premises  . . 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  . . 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection 
Pest  Control 
Clean  Air. . . . . . 

Schools 

Shops  and  Offices  . . 

Hoise  • • # . . . 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .. 

Civic  Amenities  Act 
No.  of  Houses  Inspected  Under  Public  Health  Act 
Re-Visits  to  above  houses 
No,  of  Houses  Inspected  Under  Housing  Act 
Re-Visits  to  above  houses 
Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 
Infectious  Disease  Visits 
Total  Meat  Inspection  Visits 
Bakers  and  Confectioners  . 

Butchers  .. 

Canteens  . . . . . . 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Grocers 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Restaurants 

Street  Vendors  and  Hankers'  Carts 


46 

314 

1 

1 

4 
11 

1 

3 

7 

1 

515 

28 

50 

7 

23 

87 

49 

80 

68 

199 

245 

173 

1 

94 

98 

16 

5 

6 

8 
3 

23 

6 

14 

1 

1 


Milk  Sample  visits 
Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 


TOTAL; 


.4 

11 


2,204 


DETAILS  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


Number  of  verbal  and  informal  notices  served.  79 

Number  of  verbal  and  informal  notices  complied  with.  94 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served.  19 

Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with.  26 


- 19  - 


Prescribed.  Particulars  on  the  Administration  .of  ~ 
the  Factories  Act'.  I96T  * 

Part  I of  the  Act 

1 - INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  v;hich 
Sections  l,-2,3,4  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

- 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

30 

11 

- 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises) 

3 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL: 

33 

11 

- 

- 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number 

of  cases 
were 

in  which 
found 

defects 

Number  of  Cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspr.  Inspr. 

(4)  (5) 

Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors  (S6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out -’York) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL; 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 


(Sections  110  & 111) 
NIL 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


In  1967  the  Report  of  the  Working  Party  on  Refuse  Storage  and 
Collection  was  issued.  This  included  a definition  of  a satisfactory 
refuse  collection  service  which  requires 

(i)  Collection  from  at  least  99/6  of  the  premises  in  a district. 

(ii)  Collection  at  least  weekly. 

(iii)  Improvised  receptacles  prohibited. 

(iv)  Bins  collected  and  returned  by  collectors  or  the  paper  sack 
system  used. 

(v)  Bulky  household  discards  collected  without  special  charge. 

(vi)  All  vehicles  to  consist  of  rear  loaders  or  dustless  loaders 
except  where  a paper  sack  system  is  in  operation. 

All  the  above  points  are  valid  for  the  Area  resulting  in  a 
satisfactory  and  efficient  collecting  service  although  it  has  absorbed 
some  297  additional  houses. 

Labour  being  the  essential  feature  of  a satisfactory  refuse  collection 
service,  I am  pleased  to  report  that  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  replace 
any  of  the  staff  during  the  year. 

The  labour  force  employed  consists  of  the  following: - 

1 Driver  - Foreman. 

2 Drivers . 

7 Loaders 

1 Tip  Attendant. 

The  Council's  fleet  of  refuse  vehicles  now  consists  of:- 

1 - 18  cub.  yard  dual  tip  rear  loader.  (Pur chased  19&2). 

1 - 12  cub.  yard  dual  tip  rear  loader.  (Purchased  19^3 )« 

1 - 12  cub.  yard  side  loader  (Purchased  1963). 

These  vehicles  are  now  coming  to  the  end  of  their  useful  life  and 
it  will  be  necessary  to  replace  at  least  one  of  them  next  year. 

As  a result  of  the  increase  in  volume  and  decrease  in  density  of 
present  day  refuse,  it  is  intended  that  the  replacement  vehicle  should  be 
provided  with  mechanical  equipment  which  not  only  compresses  the  material 
but  also  effects  a degree  of  shredding  thus  reducing  the  refuse  to  a more 
acceptable  form  for  disposal. 

In  view  of  the  impending  filling  up  of  the  Etna  Tip  the  Council 
are  negotiating  a lease  for  a disused  clay  quarry  at  Buckley  Junction 
which  should  cater  for  the  needs  of  the  District  for  a long  time, 
especially  if  some  form  of  pre-treatment  of  refuse  by  mechanical 
means  can  be  introduced. 
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The  following  legislation  which  conerns  the  Department  came  into 
force  during  the  year. 


STATUTES 
Rent  Act  1968 

Trade  Descriptions  Act  1968 
Countryside  Act  1968 

Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act  1968 
Caravan  Sites  Act  1968 
Clean  Air  Act  1968. 

Medicines  Act  1968 


STATUTORY  instruments 


Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

No.  97  Imported  Food  Regulations  1968 

430  Fish  and  Meat  Spreadable  Products  Regulations  1968. 
14?4  Skimmed  Milk  with  Non-Milk  Fat  (Amendment)  Regulations 

2046  Canned  Meat  (Amendment)  Regulations  1968. 

2047  Sausage  and  Other  Meat  Product  (Amendment)  Regulations 


1968. 

1968. 


Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity 


849 

863 

1047 

1183 

1947 


Offices,  Shops  and 
Regulations , 1968 . 
Offices,  Shops  and 
Order  1968. 
Offices,  Shops  and 
Order, 1968. 
Offices,  Shops  and 
Order,  1968, 
Offices,  Shops  and 
Order ,1968 • 


Railway  Premises 
Railway  Premises 
Railway  Premises 
Railway  Premises 
Railway  Premises 


(Hoists  and  Lifts  ) 

(Hoists  and  Lifts)  Reports 
Act, 1963  (Exemption  No.  5) 
Act, 1963  (Exemption  No.  6) 
Act, 1963  (Exemption  No.  7) 


Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 

1362  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,1968  (Commencement  No.l) 
Order  ,1968, 

1366  Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases)  Regulations  1968, 

1662  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,1968  (Commencement 
No. 2)  Order^.968. 

Home  Office 


170  Miscellaneous  Fees  (Variation)  Order  1968, 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 


35  Assistance  for  House  Purchase  and  Improvement  (Housing 
Association)  Regulations  1968. 
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99  Hag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  (Variation)  Order, 1968. 
234  Housing  (improvement  and  Standard  Grants)  (Rate  of  Interest) 
Regulations  1968. 

431  Clean  Air  (Measurement  of  Grit  and  Dust)  Regulations  1968. 
1922  Clean  Air  Act,1968  (Commencement  No.l)  Order, 1968. 


CIRCULARS 

Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

25  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959s  Approved 
Chemical  Agents. 

29  Fish  and  Meat  Spreadable  Products  Regulations, 1968. 

61  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959s  Approved 
Chemical  Agents. 

62  Skimmed  Milk  with  Non-Milk  Fat  (Amendment)  Regulations 

1968. 

63  Brucellosis  (Accredited  Herds)  Scheme. 

Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

25  Dogs  in  Food  Shops,  Restaurants  and  other  Food  Premises. 

30  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act  1968;  Part  III  Notifiable 
Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning.  The  Public  Health  (infectious 
Diseases)  Regulations  1968. 

Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

2 Metric  Units,  Water,  Sewage  and  Related  Subjects. 

11  Clean  Air  (Measurement  of  Grit  and  Dust)  Regulations  1968 

26  Rent  Act  1968 

28  Public  Health  Act, 1961:  Building  Regulations.  The  Agrement 

Board. 

34  Oil  Pollution  of  Beaches. 

36  Clean  Air  Act,  Housing  Act  1964:  Designation  of  direct  acting 

electric  space  heaters. 

44  Countryside  Act  1968. 

46  Clean  Air  Act  1956:  Housing  Act  1964. 

49  Caravan  Sites  Act  1968. 

51  Countryside  Act  1968. 

59  Noise  from  Concrete  Breakers. 

64  Industrial  Effluents. 

69  Clean  Air  Act  1968. 

OFFICIAL  REPORTS  AND  MEMORANDA 


Clean  Air  Act  1956:  Memorandom  on  Smoke  Control  Areas. 

Royal  Commission  on  Local  Government  s Written  evidence  of  professional 
organisations . 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Local  Authority  and  Allied  Personal  Social 
Services  (Chairman:  F,  Seebohm) 
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The  Administrative  Structure  of  the  Medical  and  Related  Services  in 
England  and  Wales,  Ministry  of  Health  Green  Paper. 

Old  Houses  into  New  Homes.  Cmnd.  3602. 

Emissions  from  Cold  Blast  Cupolas. 

Pood  Additives  and  Contaminants  Committee  Report  on  Further  Classes  of 
Pood  Additives. 

Food  Additives  and  Contaminants  Committee  Report  on  Azodic arbonamide 
Pood  Standards  Committee  Report  on  Soups. 

Food  Standards  Committee  Report  on  Jams  and  other  Preserves. 
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